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LEARNING OBJECTIVES
1.Knowledge and understanding: The course aims to develop knowledge of the economic and
institutional framework deﬁned by the European Union for the agricultural sector and the agri-food
system through the study of the common agricultural policy, in its diverse forms of intervention. The role
of agriculture, completely reconﬁgured by means of profound routes of technological innovation and
strategic repositioning in the competitive dynamics of the economic system, have led to a growing
interest and a radical overhaul of the entire system of policy making at a national, European, and
international level. Most recent changes and reforms of the CAP, which have brought a progressive
reduction of public support granted to the agricultural sector, will be analysed in the context of the
liberalisation of international trade in agricultural and agri-food products (via the enlargement of the EU
to the countries of Eastern Europe, negotiations and international agreements, and trade negotiations of
the World Trade Organisation).
2. Applying knowledge and understanding: the study of the discipline will enable students to
acquire the tools of knowledge and interpretation to identify the role and perspectives of development of
the agricultural sector in the overall socio-economic local system, with particular reference to actions for
rural development.
3. Making judgments: the knowledge acquired will enable students to express their personal opinions
on the nature of public intervention in agriculture, and on the capacity of the agricultural sector to
contribute more actively to socio-economic development.
4. Communication skills: students will be given the opportunity to strengthen their communication
skills through exposure to the problems inherent in the common agricultural policy with conceptual rigor
and terminology, both through active participation in the classroom and through progress and end of
course tests.
5. Learning skills: at the end of the course students must be able to recognise the conceptual tools
necessary for evaluating the eﬀects of agricultural policies on the markets, having also acquired the

capacity to keep continuously updated on the evolution of agricultural policy, also through the
consultation of databases and other information accessible on institutional websites suggested by the
lecturer.

DETAILED COURSE CONTENT
In the European Union, agricultural activity and, consequently, the industrial and commercial operations
related to it, are strongly conditioned by public intervention, without which the primary activity would not
be able to withstand the processes of globalisation. This course deals with the study of agricultural
policies in Europe and in Italy, analysing the reform of the European Community’s intervention strategy
that culminates in the policies of supporting prices and markets, and the novel elements in the
evaluation of the territory and of rural areas, analysing the close relationship that agriculture has with the
health of citizens, to food safety, the health of the environment, and the protection of the landscape.
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